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Fresno Theft Cose Testimony 
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, Dv [hit Wallace 

C hronttfr Corr**fH>nfti*nt 

Krrsno 

A federal judge here be- 
gan hearing testimony yester- 
day it» a ease involving spies* 
drug-dealers, gunrunners and 
a shadowy group known to its 
ow n members as VThe Compa- 

v •& 

* \ I v |1 a"*' 


J S f U) fc : 

H % 


from the radar unit of a Sidewinder 
guided missile. ■ . 

Federal agents say some'of the . 
stolen lequipment was going to be 
used to make electronic equipment^ 
ior drug smugglers and some wasf 

traded to drug suppliers in CoJojtj./f 
bia for mas ijuana. > 

k j V 

* . 4 r * St 


. ■, .n%ip vyv,,j 

SnaperbndBrya it are the first 
defendants to stand trial on the 
charges In the Fresno ind ictment. 

i- 

According to the Indictment. 
Larry Bryant and several other 
men police say are Associated with ^ 
‘The Company" took the military 

# /iLUltisf Ka 'J 


and Drugs 

•' IT . , r ./ ' ... 


i" * * 

v * C 

unknown assailant as he walked out 
of a restaurant in Lexington, Ky. 

e 

I ~ 

• Thornton, a former narcotics 
officer, survived — but only be- 
cause he was wearmg a bulletproof 
vest.. 
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October of J 979 ^^,^the .shooting, am 
1 m • ’ v ' r - ' rJr\i|uv6 no wfcpects. 

rthtah Atia* isforu > > X* , 


■V * x i 

The defendants in the case, 
j former Aif Force Master Sergeant 
Larry Earl Bryant and Inventor 
Alvin Snaper, are accused of sietl- 
j In# specialized military equipmept 
4- tome of which is classified 
from the top security U.S, Nuv&l 
weapon* Station at China lj$i f 
the Mojave Desert. * 


^ ^ i r , ^ ImK l| ' 

According to documents toW$fe ;Flve of : the n i1lghtitd|tM . v .. . .. 

- ■ 'ni w viuuiuMici^ uunuvered Iff /Snaper’s *«•* 1» January, Gene Berry, a state 

i 0r £ m “£ SCr ? eant ^ r0 '’| ^[:J, garage In* lias. Vegas,’, and another. prosecutor^ in Charlotte Harbor, 

“ “ ; n,e “T.- ^-ony«. , 4. : ?$$$£, 4 V *» Bmy'. murderer. 

Kelly's’ husband. tWalladeiMc-k 
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been no arrests in 
police say they 
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Bryant was indicted f* 

< ounts of receiving cmbczzj 
crty, two counts of conspirac 
one count or embezzlement. Snaper 
was accused ot two counts of 
conspiracy, one count of embezzle' 
, mi nt and one count of receiving 
embezzled property ‘ * 


a ,j ■ 

Li,llh ll>r > have pleaded nos 

Ju£ PH he , charges - U-S. District' 
Judge Edward Dean Price is hear- 

A is K 7^ 0ut a ^ ur y- anc ‘he 
w?ekv d 10 lasl aboul ‘wo 

l A \ ) 

» 

>1 

5nfr7ri. en f . r ° m the base were nine 

“ktn* Pic. U r K tto n 

‘Kir 500 rountJs ■° f small arms 
Un J . 'T r «"»'«onlrol hell. 

j a ‘ 1 ^ sec ret compohents 
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‘ Tiife Cbihpany," the -drug' c .nryanis cousin ano .a r mim'noilce> v c-iure uvuxei ivenv. is a suspected 

S smuggling., organization to which ' ' ‘ ^ 

f police say. Bryant and Snaper 

long, apparently took its name fr . , ... 

Jargon for she CIA. ■ • ^'SO^Elglh. III., awaiting tHafin federal 

Th^ -*« fc ‘ f |;;.. icharges or selling $250,000 worth Of '■ 

about 300 Inembers, many of thenM'Whte.' " r “"- ■ ~ • ??■ • 
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worth of assets, including E?&^l'» l ; 1 ! 4 P [ane that, crashed # ' 
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organization has imported billiOnsi*. .’ ; a. convicted, slayer indicted this 

of dollars Worth of narmtiea > The.other'lhree sCooM.rtL«i>*,ti n ‘Ohth for the 1 
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China Lake thefts, was, a “Com pa- 

ny ’ assassination, accomplished 


of dollars Worth of „„ 

i -aim America; and also is involved 
in gunrunning and mercenary-op- 
erations. , -T 
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Former Narcotics Officer Parachutes Out 

vpf Plane, Dies With 77 Pounds of Cocaine 
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KNOXVILLE, Tenn. GU-A for- 
mer narcotics officer once linked to 
c •' a drug ring with South American 
t connections set his plane on auto- 
•W matte pilot before parachuting to 
his death with 77 pounds of cocaine, 

* officials said Thursday. 

The FBI and agents of the U.S. 

Drug Enforcement Administration 
joined an investigation in which 
authorities were trying to trace 
ownership of the plane, which 
crashed Wednesday in rugged 
North Carolina hills 60 miles south 
... of Knoxville. 

• ' The plane had been sold Monday 
to a company that apparently does 
not exist, a broker said. 

Authorities said that a key found 
i the body of Andrew Carter 
iornton II, 40, originally from 
aris, Ky., had the same identifica- 
. , lion numbers as the unmanned 
? aircraft that went down about 
'-vr about 1: 15 a.m. Wednesday. 

. I T hornton was found lying on top 
•of his unopened main chute with 
- his reserve chute deployed nearby. 

The coroner said he suffered a 
- broken neck. 

' n Federal Aviation Adminis tration 
— • investigator Robert Lash said au- 
thorities believe that Thornton 
-«*msed the plane to bring $14 million 
T v worth of cocaine into the country, 
oi j FAA spokesman Roger Myers in 


^ A 



Atlanta said that the twin-engine 
Cessna was capable of reaching the 

Tennessee-North Carolina area 

from South America. 

Drug smuggling in the area has 
increased recently as federal au- 
thorities tighten drug enforcement 
along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. 
Light planes equipped with addi- 
tional fuel tanks can make a Co- 
lombia-Tennessee flight with ease, 
DEA agent Tony Acri said in 
Atlanta. 

Thornton was known to be an 
accomplished parachutist, and p lot. 
He served in the Army in the 101st 
Airborne Division. Between 1968 
and 1977, he was a police officer in 
Lexington, Ky., and spent three 
years in the narcotics division. He 
quit after obtaining a law degree 
from the University of Kentucky. 

In 1981, he was indicted in 
California for allegedly flying a 
plane to South America for a 
reputed drug ring known as "The 
Company." The charges were re-' 
duced to a misdemeanor marijuana 
count, to which he pleaded no 
contest in 1982. He was paroled 
after serving five months in prison, 
and his license was suspended by 
the Kentucky Bar Assn. 

Tm glad his parachute didn't 
open. I hope he got a hell of a high 
out of that (cocaine),” 



Leighton, an assistant U.S. attor- 
ney in Fresno, Calif., who prose- 
cuted Thornton on the marijuana 
trafficking charge. ? • 

In 1981, Thornton was among 25 
men accused in Fresno in a theft of 
weapons from the China Lake 
Naval Weapons Center and of 
conspiring to smuggle 1,000 pounds 
of marijuana into the United States. 

Thornton was not charged in the 
China Lake weapons case but was 
indicted in Fresno on one count of 
conspiracy to import a controlled 
substance and one count of con- 
spiracy to distribute a controlled 
substance. 

Thornton left California after 
pleading not guilty and was arrest- 
ed as a fugitive in North Carolina, 
wearing a bulletproof vest and 
carrying a pistol. 

He pleaded no cont est in Fresno 
to a misdemeanor drug charge, and 
the felony charges were dropped. 
In June; 1982, he was sentenced to 
six months in prison, fined $500 and 
placed on probation for five years. 
He served five months before re- 
lease. 

On Thursday, Acri said that the 
DEA had not been tracking Thorn- 
ton's plane before the wreck. 

The aircraft was ‘/ery clean. 
There was no luggage, shaving kits 
or anything to indicate anybody 



Associated Press 

Andrew Carter Thornton il 


had been in it,” said Charles Fouts, 
an investigator with the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 

Fouts said that the FAA's last 
registry of the plane was withOpex 
Aviation Inc. of Santa Paula, Calif. 
But Graham Butler, an Op ex offi- 
cer, said that the plane had been 
sold two months ago. 

Airplane broker Ron Schmidt of 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., said that he 
sold the Cessna 404 Monday to a 
company he identified as Key Air 
of Miami. But no Key Air is listed in 
the Miami telephone directory. 
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Christopher Caldwell 


HORIEGA INTO THE NINETIES 


If, after the failed October coup, General Noriega is here to stay, the hapless peop-.e ot Panama 
and the prestige of the United States will suffer irreparably. A report from our man in Panama City. 


Panama City 

I f you’re waiting for the next coup in 
1BHH Panama, you're most likely waiting 
m tain It will take time for the element 
of surprise to be a factor in any coup 
plot, and before any Panamanian op- 
position trusts the United States’ blowy 
rhetoric. While Major Moises Giroldi 
had guns trained on General Noriega 
on October 3, while American heli- 
copters hovered over the Comandancia, 
waiting to snatch the General off the 
roof, w hiie Noriega was being herded 
into a truck, while US. troops watched 
the whole thing from the distance of 
a Bo Jackson home run, the General 
somehow faced Giroldi down, as Gir- 
oidfs communique to US. General 
Marc Cisneros stating that he didn’t 
van: Noriega extradited to the United 
States indicates. Meanwhile, the Ba tai- 
lor. 2,000, an elite brigade of the Pana- 
manian Defense Forces (PDF), was 
roaring down the Trans is! mica, the 
‘ third road/* to the Comandancia. 

‘ ; U oaring ” m r be the wro n g word , as 
some sources say they' were taking their 
ime, out of worry that the US. might 
change its mind and commit troops. 

It’s not true that Noriega opened his 
shin to Giroidrs trained guns and said 
“ iMaiame , Giroldi . . . si tienes co~ 
Jones? 9 (Kill me, Giroldi ... if you 
have the balls!), but no on£ doubts it. 
He is a killer, the real thing — he shot 
Giroldi personally. He has nothing in 
common with, say, “the poet” Daniel 
Ortega* who, however noxious his 
rhetoric, always looks like a high school 
physics nerd who's too fond of guns. 
Whether due to Noriega's innate bra- 
vado or the fact that the General is 
often blitzed — Stoll chnaya in the day, 
Old Parr at night — to the point where 
one associate describes him as func- 
tional about an hour a day, cojones is 
int operative word here, and the man 
is hung like a belfry. Bui this man the 
administration describes as a “thug” is 
aU a formidable auiodidact. Other 

Christopher Caldwell is a writer and 
editor thing in Washington, D.C 


tyrants express admiration for history’s 
dictators: Noriega studies them; he 
confides to friends that he considers 
himself the avatar of Genghis Khan. 
Any attempt at political change that 
does not involve at least Noriega's ex- 
ile is a pipe dream. 

Certainly the most un -Panamanian 
person in Panama, the General knows 
his people inside-out. Their politeness 
is exquisite and excessive — people stop 
their cars in the inner city to allow kids 
to continue their soccer games, not 
vice-versa. When Panamanians rallied 
in March 1988, one man, caught up in 
the melee when the Doberman brigade 
of the PDF brought out the truncheons 
and birds hot, made an outraged plea 
to an American camera crew to ( please) 
come see the scratches on his car. Ex- 
actly what went on inside the Coman- 
dancia last October will remain a 
my stery. Weird things happened: Girol- 
d; allowed Noriega to make a telephone 
call to his mistress, Vicky Amado, and 
it was she who sent the Batailon 2,00G 


to the General’s rescue. Other than 
that, all’s blurry, but to understand the 
mix of deference and stark fear that 
kept Giroldi from shooting Noriega 
would be to understand much of the 
Panamanian character and the Pana- 
manian predicament. 

Combining the drug trade, interna- 
tional capitalism, international Com- 
munism, and a history of i J.S. -spon- 
sored military buildup, this is unlike 
any government before it. Exiled editor 
of La Prensa Roberto Eisenmann de- 
scribes the Noriega regime as “the 
world's first narco-military state,” 
working like a mafia rather than a dic- 
tatorship. Eisenmann says that Noriega 
is in so tight with the Medellin cartel 
and other shady international interests 
that he can neither step down nor cede 
the slightest influence to the Panama- 
nian people; this is not the sort of 
enterprise one “retires” from. 

Like the mafia, this “thing” is highly 
diversified, cloaks itself in a number of 
legal financial and trading con eius, 


and relics heavily on intimidation and 
rumor. Noriega is a rumor genius, and \ 
Panamanians arc rumor-crazy. One 
Panama City businessman told me, 
“Tell Panamanian A that a friend is 
sick, and lie’ll tell Panamanian B that 
he’s dead. ; lien Panamanian B will tell 
Panamanian C that he’s seen the cadav- 
er.” It's not true that Noriega wrote a 
book on the art of spreading political 
rumors, but he did write a long and 
erudite white paper, or something re- 
sembling it, for the Torrijos regime 
Noriega claims sixteen people died in 
the coup; the Panamanian opposition 
in Miami says between 112 and 116; 
best Washington sources say between 
seventy and eighty. In the weeks after 
the coup, we were told that several of 
the participating officers had been taken 
down to the city morgue and frozen to 
death. True? No, although there was 
certainly plenty of torture. They Just 
want you to know: We do this stuff \ 

N ot that they do this stuff much, 
by Salvadoran or Colombian stan- 
dards. Like the mafia, they work b> ex- 
amples, the most famous of which is 
Dr. Hugo Spadafora. Americans have 
pretty much forgotten his name sinct 
he was tortured and beheaded in Oc- 
tober 1985, but Panamanians haven’t. : 
1 heard him mentioned more often dur- 
ing the coup week than any of the coup 
conspirators; when Panama lias its own 
currency, you'll see his face on corns. 
We probably hear so little of him in the 
United States because he fought for ihe 
contras. 

Spadafora fell afoul of Noriega for 
informing the DEA of Noriega’s drug 
dealing and other crimes. Most also 
agree that Spada fora’s aristocratic 
bearing and striking good looks 
aroused spasms of jealousy in Noriega, 
who, whatever his charms, has neither. 
When Spadafora tried to return to 
Panama from Costa Rica on Septem- 
ber 13, 1985, he was hauled off his bl- 
and subjected to hours and houn of 
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If, aftei the failed October coup. General Noriega is here to stay, the hapless people of Panama 
and the prestige of the United States will suffer irreparably. A report f f om our man in Panama City. 


Panama City 

I f you’re waiting for the next coup in tyrants express admiration for history’s 
Panama, you’re most likely waiting dictators: Noriega studies them; he 
in vain. It will take time for ti e element confides to friends that he considers 
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plot, and before any Panamanian op- Any attempt at political change that 
position trusts the United States’ blowy does not involve at least Noriega’s ex- 
rhetoric. While Major Moises Giroldi ile is a pipe dream, 
had guns trained on General Noriega Certainly the most un-Panamanian 
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a Bo Jackson home run, the General in March 1988, one man, caught up in 
somehow faced Giroldi down, as Gir- the mdlde when the Doberman brigade 
oldi’s communique to US. General oFjthe PDb brought out the truncheons 
Marc Cisneros stating that he didn’t and birdshot, made an outraged plea 
want Noriega extradited to the United to an Amc an camera crew to (please) 
States indicates. Meanwhile, the Batab come see the scratches on his car. Ex- 
ion 2,000, an elite brigade of tie Pan a- acily what went on inside the Coman- 
manian Defense Forces (PDF), was dancia last October will remain a 
roaring down the Transistmica, the mystery. Weird things happened: GiroL- 
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"Roaring” may be t lie wrong word, as call to his mistress, Vicky Amado, and 
some sources say they were taking 1 heir 
time, out o worry that the U.S. might 
change its mind and commit troops. 

It’s not true that Noriega opened his 
shirt to Giroldi’s trained guns and said 
"i Mata me, Giroldi . . . si denes co~ 


to the General’s rescue. Other than and relies heavily on intimidation and 
that, all’s blurry, but to understand the rumor. Noriega is a rumor genius, and 
mix oi deference and stark fear that Panamanians are rumor-crazy. One 
kept Giroldi from shooting Noriega Panama City businessman told me, 
would be to understand much of the fell Panamanian A that a friend is 
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manian predicament. he’s dead. Iheu Panamanian B will tell 
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world’s first narco-military state,” tiie coup; the Panamanian opposition 
working like a mafia rather than a die- in Miami says between 112 and 116; my 
tatorship. Eisenmann says that Noriega best Washington sources say between 
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is exquisite and excessive — people stop 
their cars in the inner city to allow kids 
to continue their soccer games, not 
vice-versa. When Panamanians ra iled 
in March 1988, one man, caught up in 
the melee when the Doberman brigade 
of the PD) brought out the truncheons 
and urdshot, made an outraged piea 
to an American camera crew to (please) 
come see the scratches on his car. Ex- 
actly what went on inside the Coman- 
dancia last October will remain a 
mystery. Weird things happened: Girol- 
di allowed Noriega to make a telephone 
call to his mistress, Vicky Am ado, and 

it was she Who sent the Batallon 2,000 


sored military buildup, this is unlike 
any government before it. Exiled editor 
of La Prensa Roberto Eisenmann de- 
scribes the Noriega regime as “the 
world’s first narco-military state,” 
working like a mafia rather than a dic- 
tatorship. Eisenmann says that Noriega 
is in so tight with the Medellin cartel 
and other shady international in terests 
i hat lie can neither step down nor cede 
the slightest influence to he Panama- 
nian people; this is not the so t of 
enterprise one “retires” from. 

Like the mafia, this “thing” is highly 
diversified, cloaks itself in a number of 
legal financial and trading con eins. 


waiting to snatch the General off the 
roof, while Noriega was being herded 
into a truck, while U.S. troops watched 
the whole thing from the distance ot 
a Bo Jackson home run, t fie General 
somehow faced Giro] di down, as Gir- 
oldi’s communique to U.S, General 
Marc Cisneros stating that he didn’t 
want Noriega extradited to t he United 
States indicates. Meanwhile, the Batal- 
lon 2,000, an elite brigade of the Pana- 
manian Defense Forces (PDF), was 
roaring down the Transistmica, the 
"third road,” to the Comandancia. 
“Roaring” inn; be ihe wrong word, as 

some sources say they weie taking their 
tune, out of worry that the U.S. might 
change its mind and commit troops. 

It’s not .rue that Noriega opened his 
shirt to Giroldi’s trained guns and said 
u i Mata me, Giroldi . . . si tienes co- 
jonesC (Kill me, Giroldi ... if you 
have the balls! ), but no one doubts it. 

1 le is a killer, the rea thing — he shot 
Giroldi personally. He has nothing in 
common with, say, “the poet” Daniel 
Ortega, who, however noxious his 
rhetoric, always looks like a high school 
physics nerd who’s too fond of guns. 
Whether due to Noriega’s innate bra- 
vado or the fact that the General is 
often blitzed — Stolichnaya in the day, 
Old Parr at nigh: —to the point where 
one associate describes him as func- 
tional aboui an hour a day, cojones is 
t lie operative woid here, and the man 
is hung like a belfry. But this man the 
administration describes as a “thug” is 
also a formidable autodidact. Other 
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rumors, but he did. write a long and 
erudite white paper, or something re- 
sembling it, for the Torrijos regime. 
Noriega claims sixteen people died in 
the coup; the Panamanian opposition 
in Miami says between 112 and 116; my 
best Washington sources say between 
seventy and eighty. In the weeks after 
the coup, we were told that several of 
the participating officers had been taken 
down to the city morgue and frozen to 
death. True? No, although there was 
certainly plenty of torture. They just 
want you to know: We do this stuff. 


ot that they do this stuff much, 
by Salvadoran or Colombian stan- 
dards. Like the mafia, they work by ex- 
amples, the most famous oi which is 
Dr. Hugo Spadafora. Americans have 
pretty much forgotten his name since 
he was tortured and beheaded in Oc- 
tober 1985, but Panamanians haven’t, 
i heard him mentioned more often dur- 
ing the coup week than any of the coup 
conspirators; when Panama has its own 
currency, you’ll see his face on coins. 
We probably hear so little of him in the 
United States because he fought for the 
contras. 

Spadafora fell afoul of Noriega for 
informing the DEA of Noriega’s drug 
dealing and other crimes. Most also 
agree that Spadafora’s aristocratic 
bearing and striking good looks 
aroused spasms o jea.ousy in Noriega, 
who, whatever his ciiarms, has neither. 
When Spadafora tried to return to 
Panama from Costa Rica on Septem- 
ber 13, 1985, he was hauled off his bus 
and subjected to hours and hours oi 
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ost spectacular i or lure I have ever 
frd of. 

rt y s a stoi v dial has been often 
repeated, but, as it is the beginning of 
the end for Noriega, am! perhaps foi 
ranama and the Panama Canal trea- 
ties, here it is again: the PDF started 
by working with sharp instruments on 
Spa Ja fora's fingernails, moved on to a 
bn oi truncheon -work that broke a few 
ribs, then used the truncheon for a long 
period on Spada fora’s rectum. The 
high point of the torture involved some 
delicate and not-so-dehcate work on 
his testicles. Since, as Spad a fora's 
friend Guillermo Sanchez Borbon has 
written, “holding his legs open in a 
damp chmate such as Panama's would 
be a messy, sweaty business, 11 the PDF 
solved the problem by usmg a machete 
to sever the tendons in Spadafora's 
groin. They enjoyed a long, drunken 
torture orgy during which they dragged 
a battered Spadafora through a half- 
dozen Cliiriqui beach towns before 
finally beheading him in Corozo. Then 
they drove his body back across the 
Costa Rican border and threw it into 
a ditch. 

Sanchez Borbon has been eloquent 
on rape and its role in Panamanian 
politics. When he himself was arrested, 
he was told by his PDF guards that a 
dozen AIDS-infected prisoners would 
be brought in to rape him as soon as 
it got dark. He said that his greatest 
hope was that, being in his mid-sixties, 
he wouldn’t appear such a tasty morsel 
to his potential rapists, but he had no 
doubt that the requisite homosexuals 
could, and would, be garnered. But 
Sanchez Borbon had friends who could 
make a big deal of tins; they sprang 
him by nightfall and he is now in 
Miami. The Noriega regime is, weirdly, 
based on a rap a As a ; oung lieutenant, 
Noriega raped a Peruvian prostitute 
and beat her to within an inch of her 
life. It was Torrijos’s intervention that 
kept Noriega from being ousted from 
the army and consolidated Noriega’s 
loyalty to, and favored status under, 
Torrijos. 

Subtler forms of humiliation are 
ised. Teachers, who as a class are par- 
icularly opposed to Noriega, are now 
jetting visits from PDF officials who 
ell them they’d look nice in a sack at 
he bot tom 01 the Canal. When Guttler- 
no Endara, leader of the opposition 
)emocratic Alliance, went on a hunger 
Tike September 20, PDj troops spray- 
aimed on the walls of his office: “Out 
> lunch , . . will be back soon! 3 En- 
ara is prodigiously fat.) Two days al ter 
)c coup attempt, after Endara had 
iven a press conference, the PDF’ raid- 
i opposition headquarters and 
>frited him out che back door. Endara 
as saved only because Spanish ambas- 
idor Tomas Lozano, who was watch- 
£ from his office across the i>ar~ 


qtit' Poi i iis, called Noriega’s office ami 
said that if 1 ndata were harmed there 
would be hell to pay from Spain and 
its European aiul American allies. It is 
a measure of the intei national consen- 
sus against Noriega that Lozano didn’t 
consult any of those allies first. 

Endara fled to the Vatican nun- 
datura , partly because it seemed like 
the only embassy Noriega wouldn't 
violate, and partly because there aren’t 
that many ambassadors left to choose 


ancc of one or two U.S, armored per- 
sonnel carriers on the Tlramisi mica East 
October would have led the PDF to lay 
down their arms. 

During the October crisis, / xt Estrella 
de Panama, like all papers pro-Noriega, 
was running AP bulletins out of Wash- 
ington uncut. 1 Iiis is not such a big 
deal, as I Panamanians don’t read much: 
La Estrella is the largest paper in this 
country of 2,2 million, with a circula- 
tion of 15,000; the largest newspaper 


General any less Our Bastard. There is 
no sentiment in Panama that the U.S 
might be k< i. plug Noriega in power as 
an excuse to abrogate the treaties yas 
one would expect in this vumor capi- 
tal), but there is bafflement that the 
U.S. is not doing anything more to 
clean up the mess it helped make. 


I " 


The General is often blitzed 
clay, Old Parr at night 
associate describes him 


Siolichnaya in the 


to the point where one 
as functional about an 


hour a day. 


from in Panama City, where, among 
American countries, only Cuba, Nica- 
ragua, Mexico, and Ecuador recognize 
the government. Endara continued to 
issue statements, but he was slow' and 
woozy after two weeks of fasting. Lying 
in bed with a copy of Gandhi's writ- 
ings, in a country where satyagraha 
doesn't cut much ice, he looked rather 
a bozo. He stopped his hanger strike 
shortly thereafter. 


Y et Panamanians want Endara as 
their president, even though Pana- 
manian presidents have had zero to say 
about the running of the country for 
the last few elections. Last May, despite 
Noriega candidate Carlos Duque’s su- 
perior publicity and Noriega’s attempt 
to buy out a second candidate to split 
the opposition, despite the fact that the 
! democratic Alliance tiad a shallow po- 
litical platform aside from being anti- 
Noriega, the Endara/Ford/Arias Cal- 
deron ticket won by a three-to-one 
margin. 

As Eisenmann says of the PDF, 
“People’s hatred of that uniform is pro- 
found.” i There are actually myriad 
uniforms, as the PDF is cobbled to- 
gether out of all the Institutions in the 
country that have guns, including bank 
guards in David and crossing ladies in 
Bambito.) And anti-Noriega sentiment 
in the PDF is virtually the same as in 
the public at large, although it’s prob- 
ably diminished since Noriega purged 
all but a banditti of his senior officers 
after the coup. Like Giroldi, younger 
of ficers and soldiers aren’t necessarily 
rock-solid, either. During 1987 demon- 
strations, one soldier was seen carry- 
ing a paper bag into a tienda , where he 
asked for a glass of water. When the 
shopkeeper asked what was in the bag, 
he replied, “A change o clothes.” No 
one seemed to bring up the morale fac- 
tor, but those most knowledgeable 
about the PDF think that Tie appear- 


circulation ever recorded was 60,000- 
70,s)00 by Im Prensa after the Spada- 
fora killing. But Noriega didn't even 
black out U.S, television transmissions 
in October, as he did during the March 
1988 protests, and it’s not hard to see 
why. Administration officials were 
sounding dishonest, wimpish, incom- 
petent, or all three. Secretary Baker was 
saying, “It’s up to the Panamanian 
people to decide,” From training 
Nonega in psychological operations at 
Port Bragg to keeping him in the pay 
of the CIA well after his drug dealing 
was public knowledge, the United 
States has done a good deal of “de- 
ciding” for trie Panamanian people. 
That these were errors ol judgment 
rather than ill will does not make the 


u 


he strangest assortment of people 
pass through Panama: Paul Gau- 
guin helped dig the Canal; the Shah 
spent some of his last days here: John 
Wayne married a Panamanian and vis- 
ited often; and in the early \%Qs Dame 
Margot Fonteyn, greatest o! English 
ballerinas, staged a coup with her hus- 
band, Senator Roberto Arias, in a 
boat (a very Panamanian touch). But 
Panama's international flavor now 
comes from a pretty shady assortment 
of Libyan, Israeli, Taiwanese, and other 
nioney-launderers. It’s still an excellent 
tax shelter. And, while most of the 
80,0 X)-l( K),000 Colombians w ho Un e in 
Manama are respectable businessmen, 
who do you think the guys with funny 
accents and $6,000 alligator-skin boots 
are? 

They're not the only imports of late 
— the Sandhusta government recently 
sent a team of five election consultants, 
not of the Ailes/ Squires variety, to 
Panama to ask how to rig Nicaraguan 
elections so that international observers 
wouldn't notice fraud to the extent that 
they did in Panama last May. Perhaps 
the February elections are appearing 
'ess and less likely, because even 
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What sort of people need to learn a 
foreign language as quickly and effec- 
tively as possible? Foreign service per- 
sonnel that’s who. 

Now you can learn to speak French 
just as these diplomatic personnel do — 

with the Foreign Service Institute's Basic 
French Course. 

The U S Department of State has 
spent thousands of dollars developing 
this course. It's by far the most effective 
way to learn French at your own conven- 
ience and at your own pace 

The Basic French Course consists of a 
series of cassettes and an accompany- 
ing textbook Simply follow the spoken 
and written instructions, listening and 
repeating By the end of the course, 
you'll be learning and speaking entirely 
in French! 

This course turns your cassette player 
Into a "teaching machine " With its 
unique "pattern drill" learning method, 
you set your own pace — testing your- 
self correcting errors, reinforcing accu- 
rate responses. 

The FSI s Introductory Basic French 
Course comes in two parts, each 
shipped in a handsome library binder 
Part A introduces the simpler forms of 
the language and a basic vocabulary 


Part B presents more complex structures 
and additional vocabulary. Order either or 
save 10% by ordering both. 

Basic French, Part A.. 12 cassettes 
{15 hr,), and 1 94-p text, $17 5 
Basic French, Part B. IS cassettes 
(25 hr,}, and 290-p text $195 

(CT residents add sales tax.) 
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TO ORDER BY PHONE, PLEASE CALL 
TOLL-FREE NUMBER 1-800-243-1234 
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THE LANGUAGE SOURCE 


To order by mail, clip this ad and send 
with your name and address, and a 
check or money order — o charge ;o 
your credit card (AmEx, VISA Master- 
Card, Diners) by enclosing card number, 
expiration date, and your signature 
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os* spectacular torture 1 have ever 

of. 

Jt’s a stor> that lias been often 
repeated; but, as it is the beginning of 
the end for Noriega, and perhaps for 
Panama and the Panama Canal trea- 
ties, here it is again: the PDF started 
by working with shat p instruments on 
Spa da foras fingernails, moved on to a 
bit of truncheon-work that broke a few 
ribs, then used the truncheon for a long 
period on Spadafora’s rectum. The 
high point of the torture involved some 
delicate and not-so-delicate work on 
his testicles. Since, as Spada fora’s 
friend Guillermo Sanchez Borbon has 
written, “holding his legs open in a 
damp climate such as Panama’s would 
be a messy, sweaty business,” the PDF 
solved the problem by using a machete 
to sever rhe tendons in Spadafora’s 
groin. I hey enjoyed a long, drunken 
torture orgy during which they dragged 
a battered Spadafora through a half- 
dozen Chiricjui beach towns before 
finally beheading him in Corozo. Then 
they drove his body back across the 
Costa Rican border and threw it into 
a 


qiic Porras, called Noriega’s office and 
said that if Endara were harmed there 
would be hell to pay from Spain and 
its European and American allies it is 
a measure of the international consen- 
sus against Noriega that Lozano didn’t 
consult any of those allies first. 

Endara fled to the Vatican nun - 
datura , partly because it seemed like 
the only embassy Noriega wouldn’t 
violate, and partly because there aren’t 
that many ambassadors left to choose 


ance ol one or two U.S. armored per- 
sonnel carriers or the Transistmica last 
October would have led the PDF to lay 
down their arms. 

During the October crisis, Im Estrella 
de Panama, like all papers pro-Noriega, 
was running AP bulletins out of Wash- 
ington uncut . This is not such a b\g 
deal, as Panamanians don’t read much: 
La Estrella is the largest paper in this 
country of 2,2 million, with a circula- 
tion of 15,000; tiie largest newspaper 


General any less Our Bastard. There is 
no sen time at in Panama that the U.S. 
might be keeping Noriega in power as 
an excuse to abrogate the treaties (as 
one would expect in this rumor capi- 
tal), but there is bafflement that the 
U.S. is not doing anything more to 
clean up the mess it helped make. 


II 



The General is often blitzed — Stolichnaya in the 


day, Old Parr at night — to fhe point where one 


associate describes him as functional about an 


hour a day. 



Sanchez Borbon lias been eloquent 

* 

on rape ancJ its role in Panamanian 
politics. When he himself was arrested, 
he was told by his PDF guards that a 
dozen AIDS-infected prisoners would 
be brought in to rape him as soon as 
it got dark. He said that his greatest 
hope was that, being in his mid-sixties, 
he wouldn’t appear such a tasty morsel 
to his potential rapists, but lie had no 
doubt that the requisite homosexuals 
could, and would, be garnered. But 
Sanchez Borbon had friends who could 
make a big deai of this', they sprang 
him by nightfall and he is now hi 

Miami. The Noriega regime is, weirdly, 
ased on a rane. As n i ouna liAntononi 


from in Panama City, where, among 
American countries, only Cuba, Nica- 
ragua, Mexico, and Ecuador recognize 
the government. Endara continued to 
issue statements, but lie was siow and 
woozy after two weeks of fasting. Lying 
in bed with a copy of Gandhi’s writ- 
ings, in a country where satyagruha 
doesn’t cut much ice, lie looked rather 
a bozo. 1 Ie stopped his hunger strike 
shortly thereafter. 



et Panamanians want EnJara as 
their president, even though. Pana- 
manian presidents have had zero to say 
about the running of the country for 
the last few elections. Last May, despite 

Noriega candidate Carlos Duque’s su- 

* 

peri or publicity and Noriega’s attempt 
to buy out a second candidate to split 
the opposition, despite the fact that the 
Democratic Alliance had a shallow po- 


circulation ever recorded was 60,000- 
70,000 by La Prensa after the Spada- 
fora killing. But Noriega didn’t even 
black out U.S. television transmissions 
in October, as he did dui mg t he March 
1988 protests, and it’s not hard to see 
why. Administration officials were 
sounding dishonest, wimpish, incom- 
petent, or all three. Secretary Baker was 
saying, “It’s up to the Panamanian 
people to decide.” 1 rom training 
Noriega in psychological operations at 
Fort Bragg to keeping him in the pay 
ot the Ci A well after his drug dealing 
was public knowledge, the United 
States has done a good deai of “de- 
ciding” for the Panamanian people. 
That these were errors of judgment 
rather than ill will does not make the 


lie strangest assortment of people 
pass through Panama: Paul Gau- 
guin helped dig the Canal; the Shah 
spent some of his last days here; John 
Wayne married a Panamanian and vis- 
ited ot en; and in the early 1960s Dame 
Margot Fonteyn, greatest of English 
bald ittas, staged a coup with her hus- 
band, Senator Roberto Arias, in a row- 
boat (a very Panamanian touch). But 
Panama’s international flavor now 
comes from a pretty shady assortment 
ol Libyan, Israeli, Taiwanese, and other 
money-launderers. It’s still an excellent 
tax shelter. And, while most of the 
80,000-100,000 Colombians who live in 
Panama are respectable businessmen, 
who do you think the guys with funny 
accents and $6,000 alligator-skin bools 
are? 


They’re not the only imports of late 
■the Sandinista government recently 


sent a team of five election consultants, 
not of the Ailes/Squires variety, to 
Panama to ask how to rig Nicaraguan 
elections so that international observers 
wouldn’t notice fraud to the extent that 
they did in Panama last May. Perhaps 
the February elections are appearing 
less and less likely, because even 
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the pm eminent, l lulaia continued to 
issue statements, but he was slow and 

woo/ \ a Het two weeks of lasting Lying 
in bed with a copy of Gandhi 1 ® Writ 
nil’s m a country where wn m: 
vloesn'i eUt unu l i h i . he looked tat het 
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shortly thouMiiot; 

"\7 et i\manuman\ want \ mlaia as 
1 then ptesuteivU even though Itma 
umuian piesideuts ha\e had zero to sav 
about the tunning of the itumtry for 
the last few elect ions, last May* despite 


COUfiJ , and would, bo gat ueied, Hut 
Sanches Borbon hid friends w ho could 


make a big deal of this; they sprang 
him in night tail and he is now in 
Miami. The Noriega regime is* weirdly* 
based on a rape; As a young lieutenant* 

Noriega raped a Peruvian prostitute 


and beat her to within an inch ol her 
life. It was Toi rijos’s intervention that 
kept Noriega from being ousted from 
the army and consolidated Noriega’s 
loyalty to, anc! favored status under, 
Torrijos. 

Subtler forms of humiliation are 
used. Teachers, who as a class are par- 
ticularly opposed to Noriega, are now 
getting visits from PDF officials who 
tell them they’d look nice in a sack at 
the bottom of the Canal. When Guiller- 
mo Endara, leader of the opposition 
Democratic Alliance, went on a hunger 
strike September 20, PDF troops spray- 
painted on the walls of his office: “Out 
to lunch , . . will be back soon!” ( En- 
dara is prodigiously fat.) Two days after 
the coup attempt, after Endara had 
given a press conference, the PDF raid- 
ed opposition headquarters and 
spirited him out the back door. Endara 


was saved only because Spanish ambas- 
sador Tomas Lozano, who was watch- 
ing from his office across the Par- 


Noriega candidate < ai los Duque’s su- 

pcnoi publicity jukI Noriey,.iY uttempt 

to buy out ti second candidate to split 
the opposition, despite Mr* tact Mint the 

Democratic Alliance had a shallow po- 
litical platioi tn aside from being anti- 
Noriega, the Endara/Ford/Arias Cal- 
deron ticket won by a three-to-onc 
margin. 

As Eisenmann says of the PD I 
People’s hatred of that uniform is pro- 
found.” (I here are actually myriad 
uniforms, as the PDF is cobbled to- 
gether out ol all the institutions in the 
country that have guns, including bank 
guards in David and crossing ladies in 
Bambko.) And anti-Noriega sentiment 
in the PDF is virtually the same as in 
the public at large, although it’s prob- 
ably diminished since Noriega purged 
all but a handful of his senior officers 
after the coup. Like Giroldi, younger 
officers and soldiers aren’t necessarily 
rock-solid, either. During 1987 demon- 
strations, one soldier was seen carry- 
ing a paper bag into a tienda , where he 
asked for a glass of water. When the 
shopkeeper asked what was in the bag, 
he replied, “A change of clothes.” No 
one seemed to bring up the morale fac- 
tor, but those most knowledgeable 
about the PDF think that the appear- 
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Noriega couldn't solve the problem. 
Taking loot Tor solving foreigners* 
problems has been elevated to a lute art 
unde: Ibrrijos and Noriega, lorn jus 
look $12 million from the Shah to giant 
him exile. Earlier in the decade, when 
Castro was trying through Panama to 
broaden Cuba’s access to the free 
world's high-tech products and military 
supply lines, Noriega and his brother 
Luis Carlos accepted thousands of pro- 
Castro Cubans at S3, 5 00 apiece it 
reportedly cost Pablo Escobar $5 mil- 
lion to set up his cocaine refinery in the 
jungle province of Darien, Libya pro- 
vided a S24-million bridge 'loan’* after 
the first US, sanction package in 
March 198S. And no one knows who 
came to the rescue when US. sanctions 
after the fraudulent elections led to a 
$50-nullion cash shortfall and the pay- 
checks of government employees 
bounced, A Taiwanese consortium is 
the most reliable answer I ve heard, and 
the Taiwanese are certainly in tight with 
Noriega. One source claims that 22, OCX) 
Chinese have entered Panama in the 
last two months, and that the going 
rate for immigration has been upped to 
$10,000, Since the death of Luis Carlos 
Noriega, the booty goes largely to 
Carlos Castillo, an old chiricano friend 
of Noriega’s, whose wife Noriega made 
director of immigration. The Colon 
free zone has been turned into a con- 
traband emporium — stereos to Cuba, 
Italian bicycle parts to Nicaragua, that 
sort of thing. The government gets only 
four dollars an item for every tiling 
shipped, but it adds up.. 

America's response to Panamanian 
excesses has been to sanction. Sanc- 
tons are always a blunt instrument, 
ind the Reagan/Bush sanctions on 
>anama are blunter than most. Bana- 
na is in fact self-sanctioning: the 
economy is off 25 percent, only live 
percent of which is due to Americas i ef- 
forts, \ here are good sanctions — 1 will i- 
tolding our $7-tnilHon annual Canal 
payments, which go right into the 
General’s pocket, and which will be 
released from escrow to Panama once 
the regime is over. There are arguable 
ones — restricting access of Panama- 
nian-registered boats to US. ports, 
which keeps contraband oui but 
bolsters Noriega’s hold over the people 
who make a living out of shij ; ■ f ng (i.e>, 
all Panamanians). And there are objec- 
tionable ones — w ithholding payments 
to Panamanian employees of American 
companies, which hits poorer Panama- 
nians first. Remember that Panama 
combines one of the most open por t 
in the world with a banking sys- 
more confidential than Switzei land’s; 
each U,S, disinvestment is a Libyan or 
a Cuban or a Nicaraguan foothold. 
Since sanctions have worked about as 
well in Panama as they have in South 
Africa, we would do well to remember 
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Hie Golden Rule ol Sftnt (ions: If U'i 
not worth blue kadi in’, it’s hot worth 
sanctioning. 


F or this is the archetypal siphon 
Hp stale, a nation of ten-percenters. 
When the tcn-pcrccntcrs use the PD I s 
guns to take 40| percent, there’s not 
much left to go around, and some Pan- 
amanians are getting very poor, not- 
enough-to-cat poor At 11:30 a.m. on 


the PDF, pftto in compai Ison to the fact 
itiai t I if* Noriega regime is wrecking the 
economy, Not “depressing”: wrecking. 

I xt, h p,r '.mg day makes it more likely 
that Panama will fcvolvc into ft perma- 
nent gangster state. 

Even Noriega’s president, Francisco 
Rodriguez, is beginning to invoke Fidel 
and 1959, as be did at a pro -Noriega 
rally 1 attended at Pail ilia Airport on 
Rodriguez’s return from tic: UN, 
Nor iega had announced he would dis- 


1 he man glared wildly into my eye 
and said: “ fwo dollars!" 

1 reached into my pocket and pulled 
nut two loose bills, a ten and a one, 
gave h’im the ten, put the one back in 
my pocket, and walked off. Odd — the 
tenner was not so much a theft as a 
consulting Ice, 



t hose most knowledgeable about t lie PI)I 
think that the appearance of one or two 
armored personnel carriers on the Transistmica 

last October would have led the PDF to ay 
down their arms. 


the Southern Command Network, 
which serves Americans in the Canal 
Zone, they pick up “Wheel ol Fortune,'’ 
where gringos smirk nonchalantly at 
the news that they’ve won $17,900, a 
car, and a mink coat. The Panamanian 
equivalent, “Estrella de la Fortuna,” 
comes on at 4:30 on Channel 4, a id 
people clap madly when someone wins 
fifty bucks. On an even more prole- 
tarian show, “Alto y Bajo," the game 
host melodramatically counts out the 
prize money in grubby little one-dollar 
bills (IVeintel . . . iVeintiuuuuuno !). On 
the episode 1 watched, some guy won 
twenty-one dollars and a percolator, 
and the crowd went berserk. 

Unemployment in Panama stands at 
35 percent. There are no public works 
going on, no roads being built. The 
street signs and streetlights that wes 
torn down during the past year’s dem- 
onstrations have not been replaced 
(making this a scary place or an 
American correspondent to drive 
around alone at night). While Nori- 
ega’s fortune has grow n to half a billion 
dollars, by some estimates, the national 
debt now stands at well over five. For 
Panamanians, drug-dealing, and even 



cipline and dock the bonuses of the 
public workers who were dancing and 
drinking in the streets when Ins removal 
was erroneously announced on Pana- 
manian radio— not all Ol them, only 
the 42,000 he could identify. When 
Noriega announces that anyone who 
does not turn in a traitor is a traitor 
himself, you’d better attend these rallies. 
You go, get seen by your boss, drink a 
can of Soberana, and leave. People were 
drifting away minutes into Rodriguez’s 
speech. 1 would hardly call it a show of 
support — just lour or five thousand 
people trying to keep their jobs. 

Two days after the coup, 1 took a 
walk through the Casco Viejo, the 
seventeenth-century neighborhood of 
Panama City. It reminded me of Puerto 
Rico’s Viejo San Juan, and 1 felt very 
safe there. 1 continued a long way down 
the Avenida Central until l saw lights 
Hashing down a side street and got 
curious. So 1 walked down Calle 25 be- 
tween some awful-looking apartment 
blocks and— oops— the PDF barracks. 
At the bottom of the hill, I asked direc- 
tions of a man who was sitting with his 
family. He replied in English: “Here is 
directions — turn around if you don’t 
want to eat some steel.” Then a dozen 
young men and women jumped off the 
steps of an apartment building and 
surrounded me. 1 hey asked whether 1 
were military, and even when 1 said 
no began to shout some pretty vile 
things at me. I nervously bade them 
hasta luego and was a few steps away 
when they surrounded me again and 
one of them said fiercely: ley! Pay 

me!” 

I noticed two PDF guys with Ml6s 
not ten yards away, and suddenly 
remembered I had about two hundred 
bucks on me. Pay me? This was the 
weirdest mugging 1 had evei been 
through, and I didn’t know how to re- 
spond, particularly in Spanish. So I 
asked: “How much? 




f course, none of this would keep 
anyone awake at night if it didn’t 
involve the Panama Canal. We could 
talk all day about the sloppiness of the 
Canal treaties. For one, it’s strange that 
President Carter chose Panama as his 
“proudest achievement,” as the treaties 

weren’t even his idea— the first treaty 
is merely the codification of a dedaj a- 
rion signed by President Johnson and 
President Robles of Panama in 1965. 

I -or another, this is still Latin America, 
and, for all their gentleness, Panama- 
nians respect respect more than kind- 
ness. Sanchez Borbon writes of Carter 
“mewing about Human Rights” while 
students got clubbed at a nearby 
university — where clubbed does not 
mean invited to join the Skull ’n 1 
Bones. If the big payback for the Canal 
treaties was to be the respect of 
Panamanians and other I .atm Ameri- 
cans, then we lost. 

There’s a huge billboard across the 
street from the Paitilla Shopping 
Center that reads, “ lost RATADOS del 
CANAL HE PANAMA ESTAN MAS SEGU- 
ros con NORIEGA” (The Panama 
Canal treaties are safer with Noriega). 
Octobei s events seem to be making 
propaganda come true. This is not the 
Panama we thought would be running 
the Canal, but American policy seems 
to take no account of the fact that 
Noriega is not the major problem in 
the vital matter ol our keeping our 
word to Panama. I’he problem is an 
eight-ycar-old thug slate that it will take 
all of the next decade to unravel. Give 
it a couple more years, ant! t lie gang* 
sters who have already infiltrated the 
highest echelons of Panamanian com* 
mcree will have so institutionalized die 
way Panama does business that the 
country will be unrescuable. 

Still, breaking faith with a people 
who have done nothing to deserve it is 
unconscionable, and we must treat the 
Panama Canal as Panama’s. Nations 
live by the tilings they’re proudest of: 
Iceland has had only one armed robbery 
in its history, Ireland has never invaded 
another country, and the United States, 
for a world power, has broken I italics 
only under extraordinai y circumstances 
Hopping up and down saying, “Abro*' 
gate! Abrogate!” as Sen. Connie Mack 
is doing, is premature and distasteful,, 
but he is perfectly right to bring alien* 
tion to the urgency of the situation. The 
US does not have until 1999 to son 
out its plans— it has until about m. 
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Noriega couldn't sohc the problem. 

Taking loot fot solving foreigners’ 
problems has been elevated 10 a l ine art 
undei Totrijos and Noriega. Torrijos 
took $12 million from the Shah to grunt 
him exile. Earlier in the decade, when 
Castro was trying through Panama to 
broaden Cuba’s access to the free 
world’s high-tech products and military 
supply lines, Noriega and his brother 
Luis Carlos accepted thousands of pro- 
Castro Cubans at $3,500 apiece. It 
reportedly cost J^ablo Escobar $5 mil- 
lion to set up liis cocaine re< inery in the 
jungle province of Darien. Libya pro- 
vided a S24-million bridge “loan” aftei 
the first U.S. sanction package in 
March 1988. And no otic knows who 
came to the rescue when U.S. sanctions 
after the fraudulent elections led to a 
$50-million cash shortfall and the pay- 
checks of government employees 

bounced. A Taiwanese consortium is 

the most reliable answer I’ve heard, and 
the Taiwanese are certainly in tight with 
Noriega. One source claims that 22,(X)0 
Chinese have entered Panama in the 
last two months, and that the going 
rate for immigration has been upped to 
$10,000. Since the death of Luis Carlos 
Noriega, the booty goes largely to 
Carlos Castillo, an old ehiricano friend 
of Noriega’s, whose wife Noriega made 
Jirector of immigration. The Colon 
ree zone has been turned into a con- 
raband emporium — stereos to Cuba, 
talian bicycle parts to Nicaragua, that 
art of thing. The government gets only 
iur doliars an item for everything 
tipped, but it adds up. 

America’s response to Panamanian 
cesses lias been to sanction. Sanc- 


(he Golden Rule of Sanctions: If it’s 
not worth blockading, it’s not wortli 
sanctioning. 



or this is the archetypal siphon 
state, a nation of ten-percenters. 
When the ten-percenters use the PDF’s 
guns to take 40 percent, there’s not 
much left to go around, and some Pan- 
amanians are getting very poor, not- 
enough- f;o~eat poor. At 11:30 a.m. on 


t he PI )F, pale in comparison to the fact 
t hat the Noriega regime is wrecking the 
economy. Not “depressing'’: wrecking. 
Each passing day makes it more hkeiy 
that Panama will evolve into a perma- 
nent gangster state. 

Even Noriega’s president, Francisco 
Rodriguez, is beginning to invoke Fidel 
and 1959, as he did at a pro-Noriega 
rally 1 attended at Paitilla Airport on 
Rodriguez’s return from the U.N. 
Noriega had announced he would dis- 


I he man glared wildly into my eyes 
and said: “Two dollars!” 

I reached into my pocket and pulled 
out two loose bills, a ten and a one, 
gave him the ten, put the one back in 
my pocket, and walked off. Odd — the 
tenner was not so much a theft as a 
consulting fee. 


O f course, none oi this would keep 
anyone awake at night if it didn't 


Those most knowledgeable about the PDF 


think that the appearance of one or two 


armored personnel carriers on the Transistmica 


involve the Panama Canal. We could 
talk all day about the sloppiness of the 
Canal treaties. For one, it s strange that 
President Carter chose Panama as his 
“proudest achievement,” as the treaties 
weren’t even his idea — the first treaty 


last October would have led the PDF to lay 


down their arms. 


*1 


the Southern Command Network, 
which serves Americans in the Canal 
Zone, they pick up “Wheel of Fortune, 
where gringos smirk nonchalantly at 
the news that they’ve won $17,900, a 
car, and a mink coat. The Panamanian 
equivalent, “Estrella de la Fortuna, 
comes on at 4:30 on Channel 4, and 


ft 


people clap madly when someone wins 
fifty bucks. On an even more prole- 
tarian show, “Alto y Bajo,” the game 
host melodramatically counts out the 


prize money in grubby little one-dollar 

/ Veintiuuuuimo!). On 


bills (iVeinte ! . . . 
the episode I watched, some guy won 
twenty-one dollars and a percolator, 
and the crowd went berserk. 


ns are always a blunt instrument, 
i the Reagan/Bush sanctions on 
tama are blunter than most. Pana- 


1 luemployment in Panama stands at 
35 percent. T here are no public works 
going on, no roads being built. The 
streei signs and si reel lights that >c 
torn down during the past year’s dem- 


cipline and dock the bonuses of the 
public workers who were dancing and 
drinking in the streets when his removal 
was erroneously announced on Pana- 
manian radio— -not all of them, only 
the 42,000 he could identify. When 
Noriega announces that anyone who 
does not turn in a traitor is a traitor 
himself, you’d better attend these rallies. 
You go, gei seen by youi <oss, drink a 
can of Soberana, and leave. People were 
drifting away minutes into Rodriguez’s 
speech. I would hai dly call it a show of 
support — just 'our or five thousand 
people trying to keep their jobs. 

Two days after the coup, 1 look a 
waik through the Casco Viejo, the 

seventeenth-centuiy neighborhood ol 

Panama City. It reminded me of Puerto 
Rico’s Viejo San Juan, and I felt very 
safe there. 1 continued a long way down 
the Avenida Central until I saw lights 



is merely t He codification of a declara- 
tion signed by President Johnson and 
President Robles of Panama in 1965. 

For another, this is still Latin America, 
and, for all their gentleness, Panama- 
nians respect respect more than kind- 
ness. Sanchez Borbon writes of Carter 
“mewing about Human Rights” while 
students got clubbed at a 
university — where clubbed does not 
mean invited to join the Skull ’n’ 
Bones. If the big payback for the Canal , 
treaties was to be the respect o ; . 
Panamanians and other Latin Ameri- 
cans, then we lost. 

There’s a huge billboard across the 
street from the Paitilla Shopping 
■Center that reads, “ LOS tratados del 

CANAL DE PANAMA ESTAN MAS SEGU- 

ROS CON NORIEGA” ( The Panama 

Canal treaties are safer with Noriega). 

October’s events seem to be making 

propaganda come true. This is not the 

Panama we thought would be running 

the Canal, but American policy seems 

to take no account of the fact that 

Noriega is not the major problem in 

matter of our keeping our s 
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\nn wa :ne booty goes iargetv to 
Carlos Cassia as old olmno friend 
of NoriesiX wiiose wife Noriega mad : 
elector of imm^ niiioiL The Colon 
free zone has been turned inlo a con- 


traband emporium — stereos to Cuba, 
Italian bicycle parts to Nicaragua, that 
sort of thing. The government gets only 
four dollars an item for everything 

-rf ■W 

shipped, but it adds up* 

America’s response to Panamanian 
excesses has been to sanction. Sanc- 
tions are always a blunt instrument, 
and the Reagan. Bush sanctions on 
Panama are blunter than most. Pana- 
ma is in fact self-sanctioning: the 
economy is off 25 percent, only five 
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Channel 4, and 


p eop le ciap madly when someone wins 
fifty bucks. On an even more prole- 
tarian show, “Alto y Bajoy” the game 
host melodramatically counts out the 
price money in grubby little one-doUar 
bills {i teiwef * * * Heinttuumtunof). On 
the episode I watched, some guy won 
twenty-one dollars and a percolator, 
and the crowd went berserk. 


Unemployment in Panama stands at 
35 percent. There are no public works 
going on, no roads being built, I he 
street signs and streetlights that were 
torn down during the past year’s dem- 
onstrations have not been replaced 
(making this a scary place for an 


percent of which is due to American ef- 
forts. There are good sanctions — with- 
holding our $7 -million annual Canal 
pav meats, which go right into the 
General’s pocket, and which will be 
released from escrow to Panama once 
the regime is over* 1 here are arguable 
ones— restrict mg access of Panama- 


tst ered boats to l ' s. pot tv 
which keeps Contraband out but 
bols; % Noriega's ft old ohh the poo 
wilt' a, a living of >htpp - o c ( 
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American correspondent to drive 
around alone at night). While Nori- 
ega's fortune has grown to half a billion 
dollars, by some estimates, the national 
debt now stands at well over five. For 
Panamanians, drug-dealing, and even 



M ■ 


«Sil 


-** ' 


-- 


i - 


n. 



...• z — ' • r ' x 


» %am Ptaaz- 
an o«b 


fejdfigfes SSGSC 




" : 


_ -~*r- - J A' 

^ . — 


1TL X 


"V r VI.' 




. 




— ers ci#r 


1 

\ 


*■ - -■ ■W ■ 


Else -CJjOO he uksM identify W-ea 


_ a * 




J 


J £ 






' - 
4 V 






*ua anfsefse 
not turn in i tnior is i h 
Unsdf, >w’d better attend iksc t m 

m. mu jeeji w v »wt mw w . mk a 


I. .vf 


OK 2-v 

r ‘ ^ 




is oetHg. rviy^adfe'Ster tnfc t xsrrn 


tv 


I V« V 




- - A- 




, V 
■kC v. fS 


t retries 

fitaaw anbtK mmI ufther trdit Ao^crv 

5 i Jfcfl ■ 


St! j . *■ i • 


-r ^ 


t i* 




3 . 


can of Soberana, and leave were 


mg awa> minutes into Koanguec > 
speech* l would hardly call it a show of 
support— just four or Five thousand 
people trying to keep their jobs. 

Two days after the coup. 1 took a 
walk through the Casco N iejo, the 
seventeenth-century neighborhood of 
Manama City* It reminded me o; Puerto 
Rico’s Viejo San Juau, and l felt very 
safe there. 1 continued a long way down 
the Avenida Central until i saw lights 

dashing down a side street and got 
curious. So 1 walked down Calie 25 be- 
tween some awful-looking apartment 
blocks and— oops — the PDF barracks. 
At the bottom of the hi 1, 1 asked direc- 
tions of a man who was sitting with his 
family. He replied in English: “Here is 
directions— turn around if sou don't 
want to eat softie steel." Then a dozen 
>oung men and women jumped o f the 
steps of an. apartment building and 
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street from the Paititta x • ■ rw 
Center that reads, ^costratados db 

CANAL DE PANAMA ESTAN MAS StOV- 
ROS CON NORIEGA” ( The PUntimc . 
Canal treaties are safer with Noriegttk I 

^ " j-/ 

October’s events seem to be making 

X- if. 

propaganda coi \e true. This is not 
Panama we thought would be running \ 
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the Canal, but American policy seems \ L 
take no account of the fact that 



Noriega is not the mayor problem in 

the vital matter of our keeping our 
word to Panama* T he problem is an 
eight-year-old thug state that it will take 

t tir ^ 

all of the next decade to unravel. Give 
it a couple more years, and the gang- 
sters who have already infiltrated tte 
highest echelons of Panamanian co®* 
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merce w ill have so institutionalized tk 
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bmiat) the Fhiuiuui * \m;t| t ont- 

w '^ L ' ot il majuri 

and a l\m imauian head Noi u T a is 

WRing to nominate publisher Umias 

Aitamu .uu\ not withstanding rumors 

that haw appeared in (lu- Vn- >,,,4. 

lanes that the nominee wilt he t ninv 
r isujiic. lkl ;; 

capable man. but. as one admin, m m 
( ion ot tidal says. ”lt doesn’t matin it 
hes the Virgin Mary — that nomination 
is dead in the water*” In Ivhmui y, mi 

pterncmation of the Canal treaties win 

luve been put on hold for the Mist time 
lilts will be the first balk in us , m - 
piemen union of the Canal treaties* and 
the administration must now tread cau 

tionsK to keep the move from hemp 

misinterpreted in Latin America. 

American pressure must remain in a 
multinational voniext, preferably in- 
volving the Latin American alliance 

known as the Utupo do Oeho (rat lieu 
the Grupo de Siete, since the oilier 

states voted to expel Panama last Oc- 
tober), This would supply an instant 

international mini-consensus, and 

squelch any talk of “gtingo imperi- 
alism.. A multinational approach will 
be vital if it becomes necessary for 
foreign troops to enter Panama, to 
guarantee fair elections, for example. 

Any futu re U.S.-bac ked coup s t to u Id 
involve a commitment on the part of 
the participants to lour things: First, 
elections within a month. Panamanians 
are literally dying for fair elections, and 
Panama is not yet so poisoned that 

is unviable. Second, a de- 
mand that the ballot include a plebi- 
scite on the abolition of the PDF, 
which would pass by margins one asso- 
ciates only with black constituencies in 
American mayoral elections. Third, a 
blanket amnesty for all who have prof- 
ited irom the Noriega regime. If this 
sounds like 1 lie Bit burg defense, so be 
it. In a country ol 2.2 million, where 
everyone knows each other by pet nick- 
names, it’s easy to gel someone to cave 
in to the regime by bringing up the sub- 
ject of, say, his five war-old daughter, 
and there are a lot of decent people 
caught up in this thing. Guaranteed 
amnesty would encourage Noriega 
cronies to jump ship, rather than de- 
fend the General under the presump- 
tion that their backs were to the wall. 
Finally, under no circumstances can 
Noriega remain in Panama, 


N°i icga Would t!Q ti\ C -... • n , 

i ill liis money (which k in pn ^ 

uv) I [> M i s 111 1 “rope, *ny- 

1 L> ' I'llltulU uoulj 


\\ 


have wound ,m in ,r JT . u,a 
he pub he, where his son- 1 *' 1 ’ 


T HBjj his doesn't necessarily mean kill- 
!■ ing him. It could mean negoti- 
ating, using the Noriega indictments on 
drug charges, as was done during secret 
negotiations in April 1988 , At that 
time, Spain came foi ward and told the 
State Department it would accept 
Noriega if something suitable could be 
arranged. Negotiations were pumstuk- 
The deal at rived at was that 


i* . —.-in-law Jean 

!£; , f Wn, P ls . a successful French 
nisnu-ssm an.- is hostile the point. 

ic mied Slates would drop the 

indictments. 

Importantly, Noriega was to be 

allowed to stay in Panama for another 

month, so his departure would not 
he connected with the State Depart- 
ment talks — he was adamant that no 
one get the impression that he had left 
iit the gringos’ behest. But someone 
leaked. Some people say it was the 
State Department, which is preposter- 
ous— the team, led by Michael Kozak, 
had nothing to gain by it* and, given 
that Secretary Shultz was in Europe at 
the time, they did a spectacular job of 
arriving at a good deal. Whatever the 
case, the details of the secret agree- 
ment were leaked and, on April 29 , 
1988 , the Washington Post ran a cover 
story elaborating the agreement in 
minute detail, Noriega panicked and 
pulled out. The State Department says 
privately that it is no longer remote- 
ly possible that they will drop the 
indictment (“This is a was t not an is,” 
said one official). And the new guide- 
lines for overthrow of foreign dicta- 
tors are basically a matter of keeping 

Senate subcommittees from playing 
CIA, 

A drawback to the drug indictment 
is the real possibility that Noriega 
could be acquitted. Lest this sound 
alarmist, consider the case of Robertc 
Suarez Levy, as reported by Guy Gug 
liotta and Jet t ! ceil in Kings of Co 
caine . Suarez was arrested with 85 - 
pounds of cocaine in Miami in 1981 
i lis father, Roberto Suarez Goinez 
who was Bolivia's largest raw cocaine 
producer and is now in jail for it it 
Bolivia, tried to cut an interestini 
deal— release my son and I’ll pay of 
the Bolivian national debt. He needtV 
have bothered, as a Miami jury rejectee 
the testimony of four DEA officers 
Suarez 1 evy walked. 

In a country with habeas corpus 
what could we say should that happei 
with Noriega? “We’re going to hanj 
onto you for the hell of it”? Norieg; 
has the drug millions to hire crack lega 
advisers and— to be frank— buy jurors 
As the Oliver North case shows, an 
trial involving a prominent figur 
ptesupposes a brain dead jury, xx hi 
could effectively hold our Centra 
American policy and our u war o 
dings hostage. Not that the admin 
istration isn’t doing a good enoug 

job ol that itself* particularly i 
Panama, where we’ to playing a gameo 
iQuivn es mas macho? with someon 
who knows the rules far better thai 


w e. 
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Panama Canal Com- 

ion will get a Panamanian majori- 
nd a Panamanian head. Noriega is 
oing to nominate publisher Tom 
Altamirano, notwithstanding rumors 
that have appeared in the New York 



Tunes that the nominee will be Car 
Duque. Altamirano is said to be a 
capable man, but, as one administra- 
tion official says, “It doesn’t matter if 


all tiie ™ Woulcl so to Spain and keen 
all his money (which is in Eurone. an v 

way). That Noriega eventually would 

have wound up in the DomWcan 

Republic, Where his son-in-law Jean 

Beauchamp is a successful French 

businessman,” is beside the point. 

The United States would drop the 

indictments. 


he’s the Virgin Mary— that nomination 


is dead in the water.” In February, im- 
plementation of the Canal treaties will 


! 1 d v e been put on hold lor the first time. 
1 bis will be the first balk in U.S. im- 


Importantly, Noriega was to be 
allowed to stay in Panama for another 
month, so his departure would not 
be connected with the State Depart- 
ment tatks — he was adamant that no 
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Latin America. 
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leaked. Some people say it was the 


misinterpreted in 
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known as the Grupo cie Ocho {rather, 
the Grupo de Siete, since the other 
states voted to expel Panama last Oc- 
tober). This would supply an instant 
internaiional nini-consensus, and 
squelch any talk of “gringo imperi- 
alism.” A multinational approach will 
be vital if it becomes necessary for 
foreign troops to enter Panama, to 
guarantee fair elections, for example. 

Any f uture U.S.-backed coup should 
involve a commitment on the part of 
the participants to four things: First, 
elections within a month. Panamanians 
are literally dying for fair elections, and 
Panama is not yet so poisoned that 
democracy is unviable. Second, a de- 
mand that the ballot include a plebi- 
scite on the abolition of the PDF, 
which would pass by margins one asso- 
ciates only with black constituencies in 
American mayoral elections. Third, a 
blanket amnesty lor all who have prof- 
ited from the Noriega regime. If this 
sounds like- the Bitburg defense, so be 
it. In a country of 2.2 million, where 
everyone knows each other by pet nick- 
names, it’s easy to get someone to cave 
in to the regime by bringing up the sub- 
ject of, say, his five-year-old.daugiiter, 

and there are a lot of decent people 
caught up in this thing. Guaranteed 
amnesty would encourage Noriega 
cronies to jump ship, rather than de- 
fend the General under the presump- 
t ' on n! their backs were to the wall 
f inally, under no circumstances can 
Noriega remain in Panama. 


'T’ his doesn’t necessarily mean kill- 
ing him. It could mean negoti- 
ating, using the Noriega indictments on 
drug charges, as was done during secret 

negotiations in April 1988. At that 
tune, Spain came forward and told the 
State Department it would accept 
Noriega if something suitable could be 
arranged. Negotiations were painstak- 
ing. The deal arrived at was that 
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arriving at a good deal. ^Vhatever the 
case, the details of the secret agree- 
ment were leaked and, on April 29, 

1 v88 . the Washington Post ran a cover 
Story elaborating the agreement in 
minute detail. Noriega panicked and 
pulled out. The State Department says 
privately that it is no longer remote- 
ly possible that they will drop he 
indictment (“This is a was, not an is,” 
said one official). And the new guide- 
lines for overthrow of foreign dicta- 
tors are basically a matter of keeping 

Senate subcommittees from playing 
CIA. 

A drawoack to the drug indictment 
is the real possibility that Noriega 
could be acquitted. Lest this sound 
alarmist, consider the case of Roberto 
Suarez Levy, as reported by Guy Gug- 
liotta and Jeft Leen in Kings of Co- 
caine. Suarez was arrested with 854 
pounds of cocaine in Miami in 1981. 
His father, Roberto Suarez Gomez, 
who was Bolivia’s largest raw cocaine 
producer and is now in jail for it in 
Bolivia, tried to cut an interesting 
deal release my son and 1 11 pay off 
the Bolivian national debt. He needn’t 

have bothered, as a Miami jury rejected 

:he testimony of four DEA officers. 
Suarez Levy walked. 

m a country with habeas corpus, 
what could we say should that happen 
with Noriega? “We’re going to hang 
onto you for the hell of it’’? Noriega 
has he drug millions to hire crack legal 
advisers and-to be frank— buy jurors. 
As the Oliver North case shows, any 
trial involving a prominent figure 
presupposes a brain-dead jury who 
could effectively hold our mZ 
American policy and our “war on 
'-f ugs” hostage. Not that the' admin- 
istration isn’t doing a good enough 

Job of that itself, particularly in 
Panama, where we’re playing a game of 

cQuten es mas macho? with someone 
who knows the rules far better than 
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Charges unsealed 
in drugs case 

i 

1 * 

L m OS ANGELES - Federal pros- 
ecutors yesterday unsealed two 
indictments against a Bolivian immi- 
grant reputed to rival leaders of the 
Colombian cocaine cartels. Julius C. 
Beretta, DEA special agent in San 
Diego, described Jorge Roca Suarez 
as “one of the most significant co- 
caine traffickers in the United 


States, on par with Medellin or Cali 
cartel leaders.” Roca, his wife, Cirila 
Roca, his sisters, Beatriz Roca 
Torres and Vilma Roca, and two 
others were brought to federal 
court, but their arraignments were 
postponed while they hire lawyers. 
Boca was arrested Thursday. One 
indictment charges the defendants 
with an array of tax evasion, money 
laundering and fraud offenses. The 
other charges cocaine smuggling, 
conspiracy and related crimes. (AP) 
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DEA Suspends Raids 
In Peru, Bonner Says 

Interference by Local Military Blamed 


By Michael Esikoff 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Hie Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration was forced to suspend its 
operations in Peru earlier this 
month as a result of interference 
from the Peruvian armed forces, 
DEA chief Kobert C. Bonner said 
yesterday. 

He s.tid that the agency's anti- 
drug raids would not be resumed in 
the Andean nation until U.S. offi- 
cials are satisfied that "we can con- 
duct operations effectively.'* But a 
U.S. Embassy spokesman in the 
Peruvian capital of Lima said raids 
had resumed in recent days at “a 
reduced level.* 

The decision to suspend U.S. op- 
erations was made by Peruvian po- 
lice with DEA concurrence follow- 


ing a recent incident in Peru’s 
prime coca-growing region where 
Peruvian soldiers blocked a team of 
Peruvian police and DEA agents 
from entering a building suspected 
of containing a large cache of semi- 
processed cocaine. 

Other U.S. officials said that as a 
result of that and other recent de- 
velopments, the State Department 
is now seriously considering “decer- 
tifying” Peru as a country cooper- 
ating with U.S. anti-drug efforts. 
Such a move would cut off most 
U.S. aid to Peru and require the 
United Slates to vote against any 
loans for Peru in the Internationa 1 
Monetary Fund and other interna- 
tional institutions. 

The development is a potentially 
damaging setback to U.S. hopes of 

See DEA, A27, Coi 1 



FABIO OCHOA VASQUEZ 


. . . linked to murder of DEA informant 



Government Decree Bars U.S . Extradition 


By Douglas farah 

UttciaHo The Washington Post 

BOGOTA, Colombia, Dec. 18 — 
Fabio Ochoa Vasquez, under indict- 
ment in the United States for drug 
trafficking and planning the murder 
of a key Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration informant, today surren- 
dered to Colombian authorities un- 
der a government decree guaran- 
teeing he will not be extradited to 
the United States. 

Ochoa, 33, and two older broth- 
ers are on the DEA’s list of 12 
most-wanted Colombian cocaine 
traffickers, and he is a reputed lead- 
er of the Medellin drug cartel. As 
part of the government decree, he 
is to receive reduced sentences for 
any crimes to which he confesses. 

Ochoa faces no criminal charges 


in Colombia but is under a U.S. fed- 
eral grand jury indictment, United 
States for ire! ping smuggle an es- 
timated $1 billion worth of cocaine 
into the country and for planning 
the 1986 murder of DEA informant 
Bai i v Seal. 

"The government is very satisfied 
that the decree ... is producing all 
the effects we wanted it to,” Pres- 
ident Cesar Gaviria told reporters 
following the announcement. "The 
decree was to allow delinquents to 
submit to Colombian justice." 

Ochoa, allegedly one of the pio- 
neers of large-scale cocaine traf- 
ficking to the United States, is the 
first p eminent trafficker to turn 
himself in since a Sept. 5 announce- 
ment by Gaviria offering incentives 
to traffickers who surrender. Five 

See COLOMBIA. A27, Col. 1 
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DEA Suspe 

In Peru 

hltrvf rvrtirr hv Lora/ /Military Itluinrtt 


By Michnel htkoff 

\\ I N L,£ ll ^tnW Wi(i* r 

riu Drug Eiifon rnu nt Admin 
istration was forced to impend its 
operations in Peru earlier this 
month as a result of interference 
from the Peruvian armed forces, 
DEA chief Robert C, Bonner said 



He said that the agency's anti- 
ng raids would not be resumed in 
e Andean nation until U.S. offi- 
ils are satisfied that "we can con- 
ct operations effectively/' But a 
S. Embassy spokesman in t he 
ruvian capital of Lima said raids 
i resumed in recent days at "a 
luced level." 

rhe decision to suspend U.S. op- 
tions was made oy Peruvian pc- 
: with DEA concurrence follow- 


ing a ret t ut itu ulcnt in Peru's 

prime coca growing region whet 
Peruvian soldiers blocked a team f >i 
Peruvian police and DEA agents 
from entering a building suspected 
of containing >\ large cache of semi- 

proceaaed cocaine. 

Other U.S. officials said that as a 
result of that and other recent de- 
velopments, the State Department 
is now seriously considering "decer- 
tifying" Peru as a country cooper- 
ating with U.S. anti-drug efforts. 
Such a move would cut off most 
U.S. aid to Peru and require the 
United States to vote against any 
ioans for Peru in the International 
Monetary Fund and other interna- 
tional institutions. 

The development is a potentially 
damaging setback to U.S. hopes of 
See DEA, A27, Col. 1 


FABIO OCHOA VASQUEZ 
1 1 . Unked to murder of DEA informant 


Government Decree liars U.S. h 
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By Dougina Par oh 

tyfedal in Th# Wimhlnutnfl PW 


■igpi 


BOGOTA, Colombia, Dec. 18 — 

1 ibio Ochoa Vasquez, under indn t 
meat in the United States for drug 
trafficking and planning the murder 
of a key Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration informant, today surren- 
dered to Colombian authorities un- 
der a government decree guaran- 
teeing he will not be extradited to 

the United States. 

Ochoa, 33, and two older broth- 
ers are on the D liA's list of 12 
most- wanted Colombian cocaine 
traffickers, and he is a reputed lead- 
er of the Mede lin drug cartel. As 
part oi the government decree, he 
is to receive reduced sentences for 
any crimes to which he confesses. 

Ochoa faces no criminal charges 


in Colombia but ia under a U fed- 
eral grand jury indictmentUmted 
State* for helping smuggle an e»* 
timated $1 billion worth of cocaine 
mto the country and for planning 
the 1986 murder of DEA informant 




*The government is very satisfied 
that the decree ... is producing all 
the effects we wanted it to/ Pres- 
ident Cesar Gavuia told reporters 
following the announcement. "The 
decree was to allow delinquents to 
submit to Colombian justice/ 

Ochoa, allegedly one of the pio- 
neers of large-scale cocaine traf- 
ficking to the United States, is the 
first prominent trafficker to tura 
himself in since a Sept. 5 announce- 
ment by Gavma offering incentives 
to traffickers who surrender. Five 

See COLOMBIA, A27, Col 1 
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PEA Raids 

to Peru Are 

Suspended 



traii ' 

than ha] : the comi COca ! i m ore 

United States in 06 enterin « the 

U-S. officials said PeS* months > 

has jumped to „n~ , s coca crop 

and local levels - 

and semi-p oce ;fd o° Ca !eaves 

^ dramatically after “ temS 


rao' disruption earlier this year 

Nov°30 e h S ^dayXi 

JJii d l l" L mountain valley 350 


northeast of Lima was 

symptomatic” of problem’ S 
bng nave impeded OEA operations 

™; Among them were “indi- 
cations” that Peruvian military of- 
ficials were selling information 
about upcoming DEA raids to drug 
traffickers in the coca-growing Up- 
per Huallaga Valley, he said. 

Bonner referred to the suspen- 
sion of operations as a temporary 
“stand-down” and added, "We'd like 
to some some sign it’s going to be 
possible to conduct operat ons ef- 
fectively,” 

DEA spokesman Frank Shults 
said later that Bonner was not “is- 
suing an ultimatum” to the Peruvian 
government, Other U.S. officials 
said one team of DEA agents had 
lef t Peru earlier this month in a nor- 
mal rotation for the holiday season, 
and a new team will be dispatched 
to the Upper Huallaga Valley in 
mid-January. Any future operational 
decisions will depend on the Peru- 
vian police as well as an overall as- 
sessment of DEA activities world- 

ide, Shults said. 

The security of DEA agents m 
Peru has been a thorny issue for 
some time because the jungle-like 
Upper Huallaga is also astrongholc 
0 f the Maoist Shinmg Pat h guerrillas. 

the State Department 


Last year 


spent $1.2 million to build a heavily 
fortified outpost m ^ a stacinc 

ground for helicopter raids by D 
agents and Peruvian police. 




ROBERT C. BONNER 
... a stand-down” in operations 

raids have been undermined by a 
lack of cooperation from local Peru- 
vian unitary commanders, who re- 
quire seven days' notice of any raids. 

Last month, U.S. officials re- 
ceived new intelligence reports that 
senior Peruvian military command- 
ers had tipped off drug traffickers 
le series oi DEA raids at a 
meeting in the village of Ik niza. 

Bonner said yesterday he wants 
a id to the requirement for such 
a long advance notice. "My first and 
foremost concern is that it poten- 
tially endangers DEA agents that 
may literally walk into some trap or 
setup,” he said. "Secondly, and 
more likely,” he said, is the pros- 
pect that targeted di ug processing 
laboratories may be “shut down” by 
the time DEA agents arrive. 

The concerns came to a head Nov. 
30 in the village of Sion when a team 
of DEA agents and Peruvian police 
sought to enter an eight-room build- 
ing agents believed hid a cache of 
more than 1,000 pounds of semi- 
processed cocaine base. A military 
contingent of 20 to 25 Peruvian sol- 
diers blocked the agents from enter- 
ing for about 15 minutes, and wiien 
the agents entered, most of the co- 
caine base had been removed. 

A State Department official sai 
yesterday that the soldiers’ inter- 
ference was part of a "repeated pat- 
tern of incidents” in which the Peru- 
vian armed forces have thwai ted 
DEA operations and pro. npted new 
concerns about Peru s status • > the- 

State Department s ar iual repor 
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frees Drug Trafficked 

^lombia’s New Rules 
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% Douglas Farah 

Fh * W 3s h,n K to,, Post 


I j B0G °TA f Colombia fan 91 t-i 
dru g trafficker to surriT 2l ~ The first 

dent Cesar Gaviria’* d r under Pr «si- 
*tion has been ^releasedT 6 ° f nonextra ' 
Judge after less than two^lh? 0 " il * 

terns abiliru tn m • » om bian judicial sys- 
The nmL P ' Sh pow «M 'raffickera. 

public until today. & toe 

« «uld appeal and „S 
narj» e the judge with the felony of “willful 
and knowing violation” of the law. 

fi , r ^f! ng . of the convicted Gonzalo Mejia 
unned federal officials, who called it illegal 
;«nd said it could seriously undermine 
Oavina s pohcy here and abroad. They 
wiced fears that it also could limit interna- 
tional cooperation in the cases of two of the 
world's most powerful drug traffickers, 
brothers Fabio and Jorge Luis Ochoa, the 
reputed leaders of the Medellin cocaine car- 
tel. who turned themselves in under the 
same government policy. 

“The government is worried, because, 
obviously, it affects the credibility of our 
policy,” said a senior official today. “We ac- 
knowledge there is a problem, and we are 
doing everything we can to correct it.” 
Attorney General Carlos Gustavo Arrieta 
said he was bringing criminal charges 
against the judge who, he said, illegally pa- 
roled Mejia. Under indictment in Florida, 
Mejia confessed to five counts of cocaine 
trafficking, but served only 44 days of his 
three-year prison sentence. Undei - lo 
bian law, those jailed for drug trafficking 

are not eligible for parole. 

The judge. Aristides Betancur, resigned 

his post last week aftei granting Mejia pa- 
role \ source monitoring the government 
investigation said there was no evidence 
that the judge had been bribed bur specu- 
lated that lie may have felt his life to be at 
risk if he kept Mejia in jail. The drug cartels 
atedly have intimidated, 


bribed or 

killed tudges who stood m their way. 

“We are enormously concerned because 
s is not in line with the purposes of the 


nSltSS* °“ cW K 

was sentenced to sfx ySf!! 1 ™’'’ 3 g? r 
ounimum tone (or 
tence was reduced bv h?? g ' His £ en ‘ 
confession, and because L^^ 

*60.M0^ in ensh and , ^ 

ficker-' : ai f er ’ G a aV ! na promised 1 «£&!• 

ettrifl ned themseives in amCS*. 

faJfrhi Cnm l WOuld not extradited to 
ce charges m the United States and would 

receive reduced sentences. 

.T he p0 * lcy has w on broad support inled- 
ombia and parts of the U.S. governnfent, 
but national and international law enfbrce- 

<*** have expressed skepticism 
, at Colombia can effectively try and pttfcish 
the traffickers. „„ 

Of special concern is whether traffickers 
who surrender will receive punishments 
that fit their crimes, and Gaviria says his 
policy will only work, and the criminals only 
receive stiff sentences, if the United States 
and other countries turn over their? evi- 
dence to Colombian authorities. 

This is especially true in the case df^he 
Ochoa brothers. While both are listed as 
among the U.S. list of 12 most wanted traf- 
fickers, Fabio faces no criminal charge in 
Colombia and Jorge Luis faces only minor 
charges. The latter has been arrested 
twice, and both times managed to slip away, 
once under circumstances almost identica 
to that of Mejia's parole. 

But the evidence-sharing plan has hit se- 
rious snags, which the Mejia case are likely 

to exacerbate, '* « 

U.S. and European narcotics expert&fear 
that if they turn over all their evidence and 
it is improperly used or the Ochoas vgere 
suddenly ireed, the evidence could iftf be 
used again in future trials because that 
would mean trying the pers twice the 

same crimes 

me evidence cuum 

other cases where several people are'tned 
for the same crime, the officials said, 


Use of some evidence could also damage 

her cases wh 

r the same cr».~, 

“The double-jeopardy issue is a 

ncern,” said a U.S. narcotics expert wc^k- 


with 


i I® I1UL lit _ 

government policy and can be se ^ n a ? wheelbarrow and give 

Stockerv of justice that has a uegattve an- •*««• - 

pact on the process." Arrieta said in . ‘e- 


onterence 


Colombians thought we woirid j^# 

■ - uiharrow and give them everything 
j, ave ” he said. “Neither side was awm 

how complex this would be. < 1 
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Report Says Mercenaries Aided Colombian Cartels 


1 Mr, Tomkins said the Colomban j bian traffickers eventually grew to/ on Mr. Rodriguez Gacha's ranch, has 




ByJEFFGERTH ions through a Panamanian bank in 

Sptdat to The New York Times 1 1989. 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 — Groups of The two cases were discussed today 
British and Israeli mercenaries pro- by the subcommittee as part of its iong- 
vtded paramilitary assistance to Co- standing effort to examine ties be- 
lombian drug-trafficking organizations (tween illegal arms sales, mercenaries 
in 1988 and 1989, according to a Senate 


{ 


staff study and testimony presented to- 
day to a Senate panel 
The staff of the panel, the Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investi- 
gations, has also found that a large 
shipment of Israeli arms that wound up 
with Colombian traffickers in 1989 was 


and drug cartels. 

Subcommittee members said the ex- 
amples cited today showed that more 
government vigilance and cooperation 
at home and abroad were needed to 
stop trafficking in arms and paramili- 
tary expertise 

The international arms market for 


44 - 


wiui ujiuiiiuuui uamciwcia m woa ‘“v ■*«*••»* 

arranged and financed with the help of conventional weaponry too often 


three former Israeli military officials 
who laundered payments for the weap- 


resembles a multinational bazaar,” 
said Senator William V. Roth Jr, of 


Delaware, the ranking Republican on 
the panel, who called for better efforts 
to limit global arms trafficking. 

The hearing today included testi- 
mony about a group of British merce- 
naries who in 1988 provided training 
for private armies controlled by Jose 
Rodriguez Gacha, a drug-trafficking 
leader who was killed in late 1989 by 
the Colombian police. 

David Tomkins, identified by the sub- 
committee as a leader of the merce- 
nary group, told tne panel that he and 
his associates worked closely with 
some senior Colombian military offi- 
cials in the effort, which was not ap- 
proved by the Colombian Government. 


military officials forged a financial and 
political alliance with the drug traffick- 
ei s in order to combat leftist insur- 
gents. Mr Tomkins justified his associ- 


more than 50 tons. [ been investigated by the subcommittee 

The Israeli group that provided para- \ and a judicial panel in Antigua, 
military training for Colombian traf-j The subcommittee, after gaining ac- 
ficking forces was headed bv Yair G. cess to bank records, found that 'The 
ation with the notorious drug gangs by j Klein, who retired in 1981 as an Israeli / money for both the down payment and 
citing the need to fight the insurgents. military officer and set up a security | the final payment for these weapons 
Mr. Tomkins, described by the sub- , firm called Spearhead, according to a [ originated or passed through Klein's 
committee staff as a safecracker and report by the subcommittee’s minority / Spearhead account in the Banco-Ale- 



explosive expert turned mercenary, 
told the senators that he had worked 
previously in Angola, Rhodesia and Af- 


staff. That report is scheduled tobedis- man Danemeno in Panama City/' the 
cussed at a hearing Thursday. [ minority staff study said. 

: Mr Klein has said he thought he was j The staff study cited circumstantial 
ghamstan before going to Colombia, I helping Colombian ranchers defend J evidence that some of the funds used 
where he was paid $2,000 a week for his 1 themselves, but Senator Roth said that I by Mr. Klein to buy the weapons ulti- 
services, 'evidence and testimony developed byj matejy originated in Colombia, but it 

A subcommittee staff aide told the! the subcommittee made such explana- ! couldn’t fully trace the flow of money 
panel that the training offered to drug tions “not credible/’ j through Panama due to "obfuscation 

Mr. Klein declined to speak with a re- f and delay" by Panamanian officials. 

Ana Lisa Mir, a spokeswoman at the 
in a 1989 1 Panamanian Embassy in Washington, 


dealers by the British and Israeli 
groups included terrorist tactics, like I porter today, 
detonating car bombs j Mr. Klein’s involvement 


Mr. Tomkins said one arms ship- 
ment he helped arrange for the Colom- 


shipment of Israeli arms, ostensibly in- j declined to comment on the staff re- 
tended for Antigua but which wound up /port. 
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Aided Colombian Cartels 
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By JEFF GERTH 

Special to The New York nmcs 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 — Groups of 
British and Israeli mercenaries pro- 
vided paramilitary assistance to Co- 
lombian drug-trafficking organizations 
in 1988 and 1989, according to a Senate 
staff study and testimony presented to- 
day to a Senate panel. 

The staff of the panel, the Senate 

Permanent Subcommittee on Investi- 
gations, has also found that a large 
shipment of Israeli arms that wound up 
with Colombian traffickers in 1989 was 
arranged and financed with the help of 
three former Israeli military officials 
who laundered payments for the weap- 


ons through a 


Panamanian bank in 


1989. 


The two cases were discussed today 
by the subcommittee as part of its long- 
standing effort to examine ties be- 
tween illegal arms sales, mercenaries 
and drug cartels. 

Subcommittee members said the ex- 
amples cited today showed that more 
government vigilance and cooperation 
at home and abroad were needed to 
stop trafficking in arms and paramili- 
tary expertise. 

“The international arms market for 
conventional weaponry too often 
resembles a multinational bazaar,” 
said Senator William V. Roth Jr. of 


Delaware, the ranking Republican on 
the panel, who called for better efforts 

to limit global arms trafficking. 

The hearing today included testi- 
mony about a group of British merce- 
naries who in 1988 provided training 
for private armies controlled by Jose 
Rodriguez Gacha, a drug-trafficking 
leader who was killed in late 1989 by 

the Colombian police. 

David Tomkins, identified by the sub- 
committee as a leader of the merce- 
nary group, told the panel that he and 
his associates worked closely with 
some senior Colombian military offi- 
cials in the effort, which was not ap- 
proved by the Colombian Government. 



previoi 
ghanisl 
where 1 
service 
A sul 

panel tl 
dealers 
groups 
detonati 
Mr. 1 














THE 









L THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1991 




/ 


l Colombian Cartels 


ink in 


i today 
;s lodg- 
es be- 


inaries 


the ex- 
t more 
eration 
?ded to 

tramili- 


ket for 
■ often 
azaar 
h Jr. of 


f I 


Delaware, the ranking Republican on 
the panel, who called for better efforts 
to limit global arms trafficking. 

The hearing today included testi- 
mony about a group of British me -ce- 
naries who in 1988 provided training 
for private armies controlled by Jose 
Rodriguez Gacha, a drug-trafficking 
leader who was killed in late 1989 by 
the Colombian police. 

David Tomkins, identified by the sub- 
committee as a leader of the merce- 
nary group, told the panel that he and 
his associates worked closely with 
some senior Colombian military offi- 
cials its the effort, which was not ap- 
proved by the Colombian Government. 


Mr. Tomkins said the Colombian 
military officials forged a financial and 
political alliance with the drug ra ack- 
ers in order to combat leftist insur- 
gents. Mr. Tomkins justified his associ- 
avion with the notorious drug gangs by 
citing the need to fight the insurgents. 

Mr. Tomkins, described by the sub- 
corn mitee staff as a safecracker and 
explosive expert turned mercenary, 
told the senators that he had worked 
previously in Angola, Rhodesia and Af- 
ghanistan before going to Colombia, 
where he was paid $2,000 a week for his 
services. 

A subcommittee staff aide told ti e 
panel that the training offered to dr ug 
dealers by the British and Israeli 
groups included terrorist tactics, like 
detonating car bombs. 

Mr. Tomkins said one arms ship- 
ment he helped arrange for the Colom- 


bian traffickers eventually grew to 
more than 50 tons. 

The Israeli group that provided para- 
military training for Colombian traf- 
ficking forces was headed by Yair G. 
Klein, who retired in 1981 as an Israeli 
military officer and set up a security 
firm called Spearhead, according to a 
r eport by the subcommittee’s minority 
staff. That report is scheduled to be dis- 
cussed at a hearing Thursday. 

Mr. Klein has said he thought he was 
helping Colombian ranchers defend 
themselves, but Senator Roth said that 
evidence and testimony developed by 
the subcommittee made such explana- 
tions “not credible.” 

Mr. Klein declined to speak with a re- 
porter today. 

Mr. Klein’s involvement in a 1989 
shipment of Israeli arms, ostensibly in- 
tended for Antigua but which wound up 


on Mr. Rodriguez Gacha’s ranch, has 
been investigated by the subcommittee 
and a judicial panel in Antigua. 

; tie subcommittee, after gaining ac- 
cess io bank records, found that “the 
money for both ihe down payment and 
the final payment for these weapons 
originated or passed through Klein’s 
Spearhead account in the Banco-AIe- 
rnan Danemeno in Panama City,” the 
minority staff study sa id. 

The staff study cited circumstantial 
evidence that some of the funds used 
by Mr. Klein to buy the weapons ulti- 
mately originated in Colombia, but it 
couldn’t fully trace the flow of money 
through Panama due to “obfuscation 
and delay” by Panamanian officials. 

Ana Lisa Mir, a spokeswoman at the 
Panamanian Embassy in Washington, 
declined to comment on the staff re- 
port. 
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Pressure Builds on Customs 


I nvestigators for Congress and the Treasury 
Department are closing in on the Customs 
Service, and the day of reckoning is coming for 
Customs employees who have been dodging 

charges of internal corruption. _ 

We have been tracking the investigations being 
done by a House subcommittee and the Treasury 
Department’s inspector general.They areoo mg 
intocharges that the Customs internal ato . 
deoartment, which is supposed to police corruption 
Ee ncy doesn’t when friends are involved. 

^ February we reported that customs employees 
ac ^s Texas'had turned over thousands of pages of 

SSs listed alarming allegations, from misuse 

between customs * * p i e at the front line 

drugs. Many rftta* named 

I fhe documents held management positrons. 

mal affairs pulled its punches, t 
whistle-blowers name turn ed up in 

ie managemen . „ nts had already been 
the whistle-blowers Treasury inspector 

^^e-fransferiedto jobs .hat 

amounted to lateral m0 ^ es - Ga ) chairman of the 
Rep. Doug Barnard Customs, didn t 
House subcommittee a lette r of warning 

puli his punches whe p * issioner Carol Hallett. 
recently to Customs C ™ customs agent 

He cited an affidavit from 


V/i V 


irt 

ill 

laie 


who was told by his supervisor: “As long as the 
commissioner does not know that internal affairs is 
corrupt, she will continue to use them . . . since she 
has no choice in the matter. . . . They are ah sne 
has to rely on to conduct her investigation. 

Hallett has been on the job for almost two years. 
Several customs employees told our associate Dean 
Boyd that they think Hallett wants to get to the 
bottom of the mess, but they suspect she is being 
shielded from the worst of it by subordinates. 

But with Congress and the Treasury Depa en 
now doing independent investigations, some m 
Customs are beginning to sweat because t ey c 

POl probleSr KXai affairs are not newto 

Sed a repot, saying tb^^ggeeW 

a claim about corruption m Custom. 

proper consideration. unsettling 

The report ' acl ion. in July 1987. 

examples of interna^ one f rorn Customs 

internal affairs was _ 0 ^j ces an d stolen 

may have ^ken int j nves tigating Customs. 

wrist. investigator said: “It 

the cavalier mind-set of so ^ o{ mter nal 

know ab0Ut n ".° U nmitigated disaster.” 
affairs was an unmitig“ 
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